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Rationale 
At St Vincent de Paul, we believe mathematics is a creative and highly interconnected discipline that helps children to make sense of the world around them. It enables them to develop essential skills in reasoning, problem-solving, and logical thinking that underpin learning across the curriculum and prepare them for life beyond school. Within our curriculum, we aim to ensure that all pupils:                     
· Become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics through varied and frequent practice, developing conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately.
· Develop the ability to reason mathematically, following a line of enquiry, making generalisations, and justifying their thinking using mathematical language.
· Learn to solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine contexts, breaking down problems into manageable steps and persevering when faced with challenge.
We aim to foster a sense of curiosity and enjoyment in mathematics, encouraging children to see themselves as confident mathematicians who can make connections between ideas and use maths in meaningful, real-life situations.



Curriculum Implementation 
We use a mastery approach to teaching and learning mathematics from the Early Years to Year Six. We have recently transitioned to the NCETM Maths Mastery Approach. The 5 big ideas of teaching for mastery underpins all mathematics teaching in St Vincent de Paul. Teachers plan from the NCETM Curriculum Prioritisation materials and supplement with high quality White Rose Maths resources to ensure a coherently sequenced curriculum which is rooted in pedagogical understanding and builds on relevant prior learning.
We work closely with the North-West 3 Maths Hub to ensure that our practice is continually reviewed, improved and reflects the evidence-based research underpinning all NCETM work.
A key feature of the mastery approach is the belief that pupils should not be labelled or have their learning capped. Instead, the Curriculum Prioritisation materials offer a finely tuned breakdown of learning through small steps, with teachers being responsive to pupils’ needs so that all get the chance to work at their optimum level in any given mathematical topic. Teachers will provide appropriate support (e.g. worked examples, concrete resources, visual images, adult intervention) while challenge comes in the form of activities to deepen understanding.
Our teaching is structured to support pupils in having rapid recall of key facts in order to reduce cognitive load. Crucial to this success is the strong development of number sense, therefore pupils across Key Stages have daily sessions in mastering number additional to their timetabled maths lesson.
In the Early Years, children develop number sense through our bespoke curriculum devised with support from the North-West Three Maths Hub using materials from NCTEM, Numberblocks Support Materials and White Rose. In EYFS we approach maths with a ‘depth not breadth’ approach, whereby children develop an incredibly deep understanding of the composition of numbers 1-10. 

In KS1 and KS2 we implement a daily ‘basic skills’ questioning approach (Fluent in Five and Rapid Reasoning)- these short recall questions revisit prior arithmetic learning, consolidating an understanding of the four main operations and developing reasoning skills; exploring maths in a variety of contexts. Maths homework is set for the whole school using Numbots and TT Rockstars. 

Curriculum Intent
We follow a mastery approach to the teaching of the objectives laid out in the National Curriculum. Mastery teaching fits with the belief that all pupils can achieve and succeed in maths - we want our pupils of all abilities, including those with SEND or in vulnerable groups, to become competent and confident mathematicians whom possess a deep love for Mathematics.  
In a mastery teaching model, pupils will develop a deep conceptual understanding, number fluency, and the ability to apply their understanding within reasoning and problem-solving contexts. In doing this, learning is broken into small steps and scaffolded to support cognition, with difficulty increasing as pupils move towards independence and deeper levels of understanding. 
Mastery in mathematics is based upon the core principles of the concrete, pictorial and abstract mathematical representation and structure, thinking mathematically, mathematical fluency and variation. We strongly believe that every child is a mathematician and that every child can achieve in mathematics.

Curriculum Impact

As we have recently changed our curriculum (Sept 2025), teachers regularly meet and liaise with each other to ensure quality first teaching is consistently forming the basis for all mathematical development across year groups. 
Within our lesson structure, we review previous learning to secure a clear progression in knowledge and understanding. Children regularly revisit key mathematical vocabulary across topics to consolidate their understanding, allowing them to use sophisticated mathematical language accurately.
We measure impact and monitor standards through learning walks, book scrutiny, analysis of assessment data and pupil/ teacher voice. End of unit post assessment occurs a couple of weeks after the end of a unit, to assess what learning has taken place and the progress of pupils. Children are assessed against end of year expectations using standardised NFER tests with progress tracked in relation to their starting point.  

Characteristics of Well-rounded Mathematicians 
(Curriculum Aims)

The national curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils:
· become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately
· reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language
·  can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions
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